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Delay, hut Not Forget fulness

THERK is excellent meat in the suggestion
of Alderman Ordwav Puller that efforts

lo induce the Richmond, Fredericksburg and
Potomac Railroad to abolish its grade cross¬

ings on Broad and Belvidore Streets he de¬
ferred until the first of next year. Alderman
l'uller thinks that by that time prosperity
either will have returned or else be in clear
sight of all who have eyes to see, and his
thought is that the railroad company, under
these more cheerful circumstances, will not
suffer so much when the necessary Operation
is performed.

It is true certainly that no public service
corporation should he required or expected to
make largo outlays at- a time like this, if
there is reasonable expectation of a change in
the near future. That reasonable expectation
exists, and it is good sense and good policy,
not to speak of a proper consideration for the
none-too-prosperous railroads, to defer urgent
action for a few months.

TJut that does not mean that the project
should not be considered or that Richmond
should lose its vision of streets free from
dangerous and unsightly grade crossings.
The reform that the Hoard of Aldermen is
considering is a vital one. Members of.the
Hoard owe it to themselves and to their city
to see that it is carried out.

Au Ugly Issue in New York

Ois'l-J of the most, offensive and revolting
aspects of the Republican etfort to de¬

feat the ro-eieetion of Governor Glynn, of
New York, is the injection of the religious
issue into the campaign. Governor Glynn is
a Catholic, and various "societies" are fight¬
ing him on that ground.
Of course, the Republican organization

disavows responsibility for these agencies of
religious ill-will, and ii .appears quite pos¬
sible that the support they are giving Dis¬
trict Attorney "Whitman, the Republic n eau-
iMdate, will do l.im more harm than good. It
alienates, in the first place, all Catholic- Re¬
publicans. a large and influential body in New
York State, and so offends and disgusts many
non-Catholics that they will vote for Glynn
out of determination to register their resent¬
ment.
The Governor of New York has niado an

able executive, despite some yielding to Tam¬
many Hall, and some appointments rather
more than questionable. Ho has saved the
Slate millions of dollars. He has forced
through a hostile Legislature measures of
the highest importance to the.public welfare.
He deserves re-election, and. if it should
come to him as the hack-handed product of
this religious agitation, it would be the only
justification the agitation eon hi receive.

Win Not Sanity?
M, ." /

ONE more criminal jjflsy.luissnioen added to
the record of unsolved emotional epi-1

sories. One more woman is to go through
life. unless she is tried again and. acquitted,
under the cloud of suspicion.

Perhaps, because they are so conspicuously
called to public attention, such eases lead one
to believe now and then that we are living
a life of hysteria and semi-insanity, in some
grades of society. Conditions of communica-
lion between individuals in certain social
strata seem to be always on the verge of
eruption. Sometimes separation or divorce
step in to quiet the cause before it leads to
tragedy. Hut always there is that constant
upheaval, that unnatural and strained rela¬
tion, justifying the opinion of more sober peo¬
ple that a lot of us are "looney."

Digging down into the depths of tilings
we find, in one way or another, that there
is inevitably some abnormal mental process!
or coine freakish physical demonstration back
of It all. The question arises: "Why not
sanity? Why can't individuals all live, each
his or her own life, within the bounds of nor¬
mal thought and action?" It is an easy ques¬
tion to ask. a harder one to answer. Hut
'there is this much certain: It is wholly pos-
sible for any individual, by careful schooling
and bridling of emotions, to educate bin',sell
into an attitude "toward ail things* that will
make abnormal thought and action quite Im¬
possible. The only hindrance is a universal
disinclination to pay disciplining attention to
the rebellions self that is constantly trying'
10 kick over the traces.
There is nothing to the individual more

important than self-knowledge and control.
Tom, Dick or Harry ma> not be able, by con¬
trolling himself, to control society, but he
will at least add to society's balance by the'
number of one sane member And that is
helping considerably. .

t 'ollege < 'ill-

BitVX llAWlt is a higli-cla:-s collegiate in¬
stitution where girls go for their mental

welfare. In that institution there has always
been the "cut" system, by which the girls
could attend lectures or not, according to
their own sweet will:-. The presldcntcss of
the school announced that hereafter attend¬
ance would be compulsory, and that if the
girlB didn't like it they would have to get
their education in some other way. Where-
upon the girla, headed by Miss Helen Tuft, J

duughter of the former Presldont, called a
meeting uf protest. And tho presldentess,
culuily Ignoring their complaint, stuck to her
ruling'and walked out. incidentally snubbing
the former PreBideut's daughter.
The girls intend to strike.or say they do.

As u matter of fact, they probably will do
nothing of the sort., effectively. It would be
foolish and futile, in tho lirat. place, and if
Hryn Mawr permitted the student bddy to
make its rules. It would cease to bo a most
excellent institution of learning. There is
something in the air. these modern times,
that makes ruling young minds difficult. In
the last decade or two an independence of
thought has sprung up. incouraged and
backed by parental indulgence,' that is seri¬
ously retarding educational progress. What
Uryn Mawr's rules cannot do to curb this
breaking away from discipline should be
done by parental authority. For what is the
use of sending girls or boys to school, i? at¬
tending studies is subject to their impulses
aiift whims.

IMenty More Growing I'p

KILL them off, good sirs, kill them off;
there are more growing up, and there's

no uso being stingy!
France, noticing that about :>00,000 boys

are approaching the military age of eighteen,
and would in any event be ready for the
colors of 191(5. has started an auxiliary army
in charge of officers designated by Baron
Pierre de Coubertin.

These babies, Jusl unleashed from their
mothers' aprons, are nice, fat,' healthy,
promising infants. True, they haven't had
much boyhood as yet. and it's a good bet they
will never brag about the fun they had be-
tween the ages of eighteen and twenty, but
business is business, and war is war. and
blood is blood.

Kill them off. gentlemen of the sword!
Don't mind the tears of their mothers, for
what is a mother in these days, when the
world demands meu? it is weak and silly
and wholly feminine to weep when war is on.
It. is ridiculous Tor a woman to wish she
could see her boy grow into manhood, when
every one knows the proper place for growing
youth is out there where the killing is.
going on!
The ditches are lilled. but new ones arc

being dug. Nobody knows where all the
flower of France lie, . because feet, have
trampled over their rough graves, and there
ard no markers. England, too. pours her
young into the hopper; and so Austria, and
Germany, and Russia, and France, and all the
little countries of white men and black. Chris¬
tian and heathen. Hindu and Sikh, and Lord
knows what manner of those farthest from
civilization.

It is no time to think of the future. This
is a glorious war.a mighty .struggle.a tug
for conquest and commerce, bet those who
will live to see it rejoice, for God knows the
victory will have been fully paid for in dour
blood and full measure.

Positive and Ncgalire Education

CLEVELAND'S superintendent of schools
lias come out lor the positive as opposed ]

to the negative system of education. He lias
[instructed li is teachers to mold tlieir instruc-
tion so that it will develop, rather than dis-
courage, the child's originality and initiative.

"Never say 'don't' in advising the child,"
says the superintendent. "If you say to !
{Jimmy, 'Don't touch that apple pie,' Jimmy
will he sure to want some of it. That's
human nature."

At tlrst blush there may seem to be some
difficulty in following the Cleveland system,
and there are occasions in the child life, it is
probable, when a rriund and emphnttc-v'Don'l '

is a real and pressing necessity. Hut most
of us know, however, that the lives of the.
great majority of children are made tip of a

succession of negations, in the home as well
as in tin' tchool. The little boy who thought
his name was "Johnny Don't," because that
wat> the method in which he was almost iti-
variably addressed, scarce exaggerates the
general rule.

The result of the system is seen in men and
women everywhere. Those capable of orig-
inal thinking along novel and unaccustomed
lines arc painfully few in number. Capacity'
to meet and deal with emergencies is so rare
as to command high praise and high reenni-
pense. Xlne-ftenths of humanity is lost as
soon as it leaves its beaten path.

There is sound sense in the new plan.
which educators elsewhere than in Cleveland
have given approval. It might he worth try-
ing here.

Co to the Polls Next Tuesday

NO qualified voter of the Third Congres¬
sional District should-ignore the fact

that an election will be held in his district on
November I!, next Tuesday, but should dis¬
regard his personal convenience, go to the
polls anil cast his vote. This applies to the
electorate of the whole district, for, while
there is no serious opposition to the re-elec¬
tion of tl^e incumbent. A. J. Montague, who so
ably represents this district in Congress,
negligence, and overcontidenee have too often
caused defeat not to compel a warning
against them.

Hut to Richmond ntul Henrico County this
election is of especial and purely local im¬
portance, for another reason. Upon its re¬
sult depends, to a considerable degree, the
progress of popular education it! those divi¬
sions of the district. Under the provisions
fit' the law enacted by the Legislature in 190S

a l.iw recommended and urged, by the way,'
by Mr. Montague when lie was Coventor.and
taken advantage «>!" by the school boards of
tin* city and county, tli«* citizens of Richmond
and Henrico County will be called upon to
decide, by that election, whether they will
advance the education of their own and their
neighbors' children by a moderate system of
compulsory school attendance, or whether!
they will be content with the incalculably!harmful doctrine of "good enough.'*

To thinking men, the question has only one janswer, but the voters must give that answer!
with their ballots next Tuesday.

A Ma suehusKts Progressive has explainedv>h> lie returned to ih<? Republicans. Politl-cr»l association with nobody" but the Colonel jmade him lonely.

"City in need of bigger income," .suys a
newspaper headline. Suffering, evidently,from ihe same trouble that aftlicts most pri¬
vate citizens.

.v Kentucky town lias been celebrating"Take Jt Rack Day." According to latest nil-'
vice.-, however, nobody 'had returned that
umbrella

Former Vice-President Fairbanks urges tho
election of Republican Congressmen from
Indiana. "Hark! From the grave a mourn¬
ful sound!" .

SONGS AND SAWS
IlnlloTtc'en.

Ah, Hallowe'en! Sweet Hallowe'en!
What mirthful whimsies roun«l you twin*;

What fun and frolic you havo neon;
What tendor mem'rlos you onshrinc;

Tou are. 1 think It's very clear.
Ttyc jolllest night of all the yoar.

Overlooking Nothing;.
Miss Antique.Do you bellevo that if you look

on Hallowe'en Into a tub of water that you will
sec the face of your future husband?

Miss Passe.Well, It may not bo/^Absolutely
certain, but it Is Just as well not to overlook
any cluuicou.

Couldn't Afford to Ml** It.
She.In a hurry?
lte.Y-ou bet 1 am. Some-1

body told mo there was a
street sweepor working In
front of my house, nnd I
don't want to miss the!
sight.

Tlie 1'eMMlmlHt Say*:
I don't believe this regional reserve bank'

is going to do the city much good. There are
lots of banks here now, and they all have
plenty of money, but It keeps on being scarce
as licnsteeth among the people I know.

t'Mlnic Hint as n Iteformer.
Stubbs.Do you think Uncle Joe Cannon is

going to be elected to Congress.
Grubbs.That's too much for mo, but he ought

to be sent back just to teach the new members
not to take themselves so seriously.

lletter Here.
There's trouble all over the crlobe.
And we have our share right at home.

But we will accept what wc have.
We don't feci encouraged to roam.

THE TATTLICK.

Chats With Virginia Editors
The Norfolk Virginian-Pllol, In scoffing mood,

remarks: "The Kaiser very graciously prom¬ises to respect the Monroe Doctrine If youwish to get some adequate/idea of how the
Kaiser keeps bis promises, look at Belgium."Everybody take, a look! Much of it may yetbe discerned with the naked eye.

"The way of the transgressor is hard" Is
probably th« text upon which the NewportIVews Dally Press bases its preachment, fromwhich the following excerpt is taken: "Dr. K.
C. Flower, a high financier of other days, who
was indicted in New York In 1003 for a miningswindle and who escaped to Canada, has sur¬
rendered and entered a plea of guilty in the
Supreme Court. lie made millions out of his
swindling operations, but is now penniless and
broken in health and spirit." He may be a
fa«led Flower, but any man who had business
dealings with him is willing to acknowledgethat he has established his fame as a rare and
brilliant species of the geihis forget-me-not.
This warning is from the Charlottesville

Dally Progress: "Too much Scotch has ever
proved disastrous, het the Germans look out."
Hoot moil! Ami it's hot Scotch.

"Look out for money in the Ninth this week!"
the Roanoke Times enjoins its readers. The
admonition seems superfluous when one recalls
the scores of convictions, tines and jail sen¬
tences growing out of that same habit which
the Ninth District h;;s to Its discredit.

The Newport News Times-Herald comments:
"Old Bill Sulz.-r is still a-running. He is fnr
ahead of the Roosevelt candidate, and is"mak¬
ing the Democrats and Republicans take no-
tico. What do you think of Now York politics,
anyway?" That's an easy one. Same old New-
York polities, same old Bill.

Kditor Wilson, of the Norfolk Ledger-Dis¬
patch. commenting 11 prtii the presence In that
man's town of the burlesque show that shocked
Richmond, remarks: "The chorus ^irls In town
this week must be that lot who lost their
trunks in Kwopc." Which betrays the fact
that the ^iils were not overlooked in Norfolk

"Why tho sulks?" the Staunton Daily Leader
asks in nn editorial discussing rtie. attitude of
the Staunton Daily Xcws towards Congressman
Hal Flood's candidacy. The Leader saya: "After
all these long years of faithful service to Con*
gressman Flood, surely the Staunton Xcws is
not going to desert Its idol In this time of dire
need, when the Republican,, cohorts are ham¬
mering at his pedestal. Is it because Mr. Flood
refused to put up any more shekels that
Achilles sulks in his tent?" Hut why should
the Leader keep its gaze fastened upon tho
Flood gauge in the oflicc of its contemporary?
Receding or rising, why worry? .

Queries and Answers
A Date.

I'lease tell me what day of the week was
September 24. 1 Sft?. T. J. MARTIN". jSaturday.

Mnnll Ami*.
Which will make the larger wound, a steel-

Jacketted or a lend bullet? J. A. Y'iRK.
In general, the latter. \

'

.'The Sad Slirplirril."
Wili you tell me where I may get Van Dyke's

recent book. "The Sad Shepherd'."'
MRS. D. C.

Any Richmond hook store can. get it for you.
even if there are not already copies on hand.

hiilsonfi.
I'Rase tell me what organs tin; following Jpoisons affect most: Strychnine, opium, nico- '

tine, alcohol. Which is the more injurious, al-
coliol or tobacco? MRS. A M. -S.

In the order of the query, the heart, the brain. Jthe heart, the brain and stomach. Alcohol.

\udrcvr .tollmen.
Was President Johnson ever impeached?

What, was the result? R. C. 13.
Ho was impeached In l.sfis, and. the voto of.

thiity-Uve for conviction and nineteen for ac-
(initial failing to show the majority provided
for by the Constitution in such cases, the im- '}
)n-achment proceedings failed.

Vorsp* UuiiIimI.
Kindly publish Kipling's poeiy.-', "«ieutlenian jRankers. i'iie Female of the Species," "If,"'

"The Ladies." MRS. J. G. M.
Xot only would we be unable to spare room

for these, hut one we do not recognize under
the name given. We. will be glad to forward
copy if any readers will be good enough to
send ll. but we take the liberty of suggesting jthat any. Richmond book store will supply a
copy of Kipling's poems at a price far under
the value of the space In The Times-Dispatch
necessary t.j hold so much matter.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispatch, Oct. 30, 1S64.) |

I

General Lee's official report of" tho tight on
the north side on the 27th was delayed and
was made public only j/esterilay. It reads:
"Tho movement of the enemy against our loft t
was i cpulsed. Two attacks upon our linos
were made, one between the Henrico I'oorlionise
and Charles City Roe.(l, tile other oil the "Wil¬
liamsburg Road. Sove ra 1 hundred prisoners
were captured. Our loss is only slight."
The gratifying news comes that the report!

of the killing of General Do.irlng, although sup-
posed to have been confirmed, was not true,
lie. was separated by accident from his com¬
mand and whs really supposed to havo been
killed, but after several narrow escapes from

capture, lie evontuall> returned. and Is now In
command of the brigade.
Tho Federals in front of Peteraburg are ap-

parently satisfied with tho llttlo drubbing thay
got on tho Boydton Plunk Road, and for two
day5 they have remained very qulot.
A report by train from Petersburg last night

Is that tho Yankees yesterday abandoned thalr
now position on tho Ltoydton Plank Road, and
liavo gotten back behind their original Intrench-
ments.
The Fodcral gunboats' reported to bo ascend¬

ing the Rappahannock River, and on mischief
bent, have returned to tho Chesapeake Bay.
They did not come up as high as Port Royal.
Raiding parties, supposed to be detachment*

from HheHdan's army, arc committing depre¬dations In the Counties of Pauipiler and Rap¬
pahannock and on the line of the Manassas Cap
Railroad.
Lieutenant .lolmson. of Mosby's command,

with a small body of moil, fell In a few days
ugo with a heavy squad of b'edefals In Fau¬
quier County and gavo them battle. Six wero
killed, five wounded and four captured, and the
romuiudur took to tho woods.

In the rccent fighting below Richmond on the
north side the following were the casualties
in the Third Company, Richmond Howitzers
(Lieutenant it. O. Carter commanding): Cor-
poralK M. II. Oardnor and C. Ij. Roberts severe¬
ly wouiuled: Privates tlwinn and Tato mortally
wounded.
Among the rusults of the last few days''operations below Richmond was the. capture of'

5«5"> prisoners, including twenty-one eonimls-
stoned officers, all of whom have been brought
to Richmond and stowed away in Llbby Prison,

The Voice of the People
litltrra to the ISdltor alionld not be over

350 nordi Id length, nod the name aail ad-
dreaa of the writer tuuat accompany each
communication, not nceeasarlly for publlca-
tlon. but aa an evidence of sand faith. Write
on one aide of the paper, and Ineloae stamps
If manuacrlpt ia to be returned. Partisan
letters concernlns the European rrar vrlll not
be publlahed.

Another Needed Reform.
To the lOdltor of Tlie Tlmes-Dlspatch;
Sir,.The Chesapeake and Ohio officials

should l»e highly commended for their recent
efforts to contribute to the comfort of persons
wtio have occasion to uso their elevators by
abolishing a foolish and obsolete custom not
I it use In other large cities.

In this connection, as winter approaches, 1
would call the attention of the owners and su¬
perintendents of public buildings, especially of
tho post-office, to "the dangerous and discour¬
teous manner of handling their revolving doors
by thoughtless people, who have no respect or
consideration for tho rights of others. If po¬
licemen in citizens' dress should occasionally be
placed on duty In front of these buildings a
few arrests and fines for disorderly conduct
would soon cause a reformation and greatly
contribute to the comfort and safety of people
who have business In these buildings.

OKOROK J KFFHRSON.
Rit-hmoitd, Va., October 28, 191 f.

'I'll*' l(iirrl»oti-1tuni»uy Verdict.
To tii.' Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,. 1 was a member of tho trial jury of the

Harrison slander suit. With the exception of
Mr. Christopher. I had no Idea what was the
feeling of the other members of the Jury, Before
jJudge Tyler sent us to the Jury-room I soon
discovered it. however. Hut for the far: that
Mr. Christopher and myself failed to see the
Justice of the suit, 1 believe the jury would
have reported its verdict in fifteen minutes, and
probably with much heavier damages. I was
surprised at the striking absence of all con¬
sideration for Mrs. Itamsay, and all acknowl¬
edgment of her kindliest* to Mr. Harrison
After hanging the Jury for about four hours,
and peeing that nothing less than a miracle
could cause a change in the determination of
the Jury, and believing that tho defendant could
hope for nothing better in this locality, Mr.
Christopher and myself moat reluctantly yielded.

KHANCIS J lilt I >' »XR.
l'rovidenec Korge, Va., October "7. llU-t.

\\ ould Knitter Otllceliolder*1 \ otr.
To the Kditof of Tlie Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Whenever a primary or city election is

to l»e held we are reminded that "the Cityllall gang'' has prepared n "slate." or that
the "ins" have secured the pledge of the mu-
nicipal voters to support the "slate," etc.
The surprising thing to me is that none of

our "prominent" citizens have ,ever suggested
a plan whereby the evil Indicated could bo
eliminated. I have found, after a careful and
long-extended search, that invariably where
one's economic interests lie, there will his soul
be. Is there anything strange, then, in the idea
that the city officials corral the "City Hall
vote'.'"

Permit me to suggest a plan which will for-
ever silence such rumors as we have heard
pending our city elections. My plan Is that a
law he enacted that will prohibit any c.lty em-
ploye from voting on anything that is liable
to ulTect him in a material way. A law of this
kind would not be unconstitutional, as It is
founded on common sense. Whoever heard of
a large private, business permitting its em¬
ployes to vote on the management of the busi-
ness. etc?

1 know the idea expressed above will meet
with great antagonism, yet if i am permitted
to address the people of Richmond in regard
to this subject, f will gladly do so.

liOOD GOVR It NM1-3NT.
Richmond. Va., October 27, lltH.

The Bright Side of Life
Time to Lfart.

Mrs. Tittle."Why do you think of moving1/" iMrs. Tattle."I might just as well. I've found
out all there is to know about my neighbors.". |Judge.

Kept Her Proiiiinc.
"(..lady* vowed she would never live to be )gray-haired." "She has kept her oath. I foundher in a dyeing condition.".Baltimore American.

Time to 4'limigc.
"I'll stand on my record." boasted the candi¬date, trying to influence his neighbor. "Well,

suppose you try it,'' grumbled the man in the
seat. "My foot will appreciate the change.".Buffalo ICxpress.

'I'lie Hennoti.
Itriggs."We arc coming around t<> .see you i

this evening."
Griggs."That's right; but do me.a favor, old

man. pon't let your wife wear her new fall
suit; I don't want niy wife to see it just now." I
Briggs."Why, man alive, that's just why we

are coming.".Uoston Transcript.
Not Ills Kind. i

"You should think of our illustrious ancestors
who steered this ship of the republic through the I
troubled waters "I'm kind of losing respect jfor my Illustrious ancestors," Interrupted Sena-
tor Sorghum. "Too many of them were inclined i
to boast that they left politics poorer than they
were when they accepted ofllee.".Washington i
St a r.

Help!
I For The Times-Dispatch. 1

Help tho Sunny South to-da>, jIn Its business right of way
That will please tho Blue and Gray,

To sell Cotton!

Help our brothers in sad need
To buy food and farm seed,
And by Word and Gold and Deed,

To sell Cotton!

Help :ho crop that makes our clothes,
our dear friends, and not our foes, .

In their troubles and their woes. jTo sell Cotton!

JOYC K.

Help the noble and the free,
Who now toll from Sea to Sea
In their starving agony.

v To sell Cotton!
JOHN A.

Washington, D. U,

The Melancholy Days Have Come
()»<» of (he Duy's Cartoons.

J'roni Hie St. .lontnb Olo. i New*-J'reiM.

THE EUROPEAN FOOD SITUATION
HotcCfrmany Is Fed.Can aNalion BeStarced Out?.FoodProiuclion
in Wqjr Time.From the American Review oj Rei)i:ws for November

The innln point, will hr, how is Ger-
mnny to provide in-iseif wltli bread-
stuffs. meats. fresh vegetables, and
friiit. \he first two as necessities for
life. th<> last as indispensable for the
health of the people? Now. ti.king tin-
average year, wo can say, counting
wheat and rye together (and as Infor¬
mation for the Americans l must add
that rye-bread Ik the bread for Ger¬
man} ), there is a deficiency of a mil¬
lion to a million and a quarter of tons
Hint Germnny does not raise herself,
which Ik about « por cent of the total
consumption. This will probably have
to be replaced by some other foodstuff.
anil the one that is presenting Itself is
tlio potato, the average crop of which
is about- 50,000.000 tons, but this year
we have as much as 80,000.000 tons.

In the last years the art of preserv¬ing the potato has been a great prob-
-cm In Germany. For a Ioiik time the
military authorities had offered a pre-
mlum for a good method of preserving!
potatoes. This premium has now been
withdrawn, as the question can con-
sidereal as having been solved. There
ore varlou/i methods «»f preserving litem.
It: the tirst place they are In inn cut
ti|" in very small slices and dried, the
:'Mne way as the California dried vege¬
tables are offered in these markets.
Then they have been converted Into a
most nutritious tlour. which has hereto-
fore been.used t* make cake and pas-
try, and this will now be added to the
bread up to 20 per cent.
Now, It must be understood .hat SO,-

000,000 tons of potatoes means Jiim
about a ton and a quarter per head of
the German population, equivalent to
about four pounds a day all the year
round for each German, women and
children Included. This potato crop has
heretofore been idostl>^worked Into al-
cthol, partly for consumption In in-
I'fstrleH, partly for beverag.--. Hut
then- is a very determined war being
conducted in Germany against alcoholic
beverages, and no soldb-r has been per¬
mitted even a drink of beer since the
llrst day of mobilisation.

I lien, of course, the food needs of the
population will always have the preced¬
ence over any use of alcohol In the arts.
Thus there will lie a large surplus*,
.vhlch will more than make cp any de-
ficlency in wheat or rye. Hut that Is
not at all the end of it. Germany has
been raising an average of I'.r.ita.oOO
tons of sugar, whereof about half is
being exported.
Now, sugar has been harvested In

Germany for this year, and cannot b.
exported: consequently there In a two-
.vjtrs' supply on hand, which would
niean that the big acreage employed |r
the raising of sugar-beets is available
for such crops as might be short. On
fields which grew sugar-beets, any*
thing else can he planted and will give
big harvests. There may be some short-
.'ig'. of fodder for animals, because a
¦-Treat deal of that has ordinarily been
imported. .Accordingly, thin sugar
ground will probably be sawed to al¬
falfa and other good haymaking crops,
f nd so there will be no difficulty on this
account either. One can say, there-
f- re. no shortage of breadstuffs ought
to be expected under these conditions.

t'nu .Vatloi^N lie .'Starved Out?"
Since tlw! worlrl awoke to find that

war was not only a possibility, but
actually going on, we have not heard
much of the naive assertion that the
great bankers could prevent war by re¬
fusing to finance it. That was very
much like- saying that the owners of
any other kind of property, say horses,
or hay, could prevent war by refusing
to let the government have it. Now
that it has been demonstrated - that a
government at war can get anything
which exists within its reach, the dis¬
cussion has turned to the question as
to whether the necessary supplies exist,
or not. Obviously that is anotuer mat-'',
ter. Even a milltury autocracy cannot
g«-t .supplies which do not physically
exist within its reach. Compared with
tills problem, even that of financing
the war, that is. of keeping Hit war
chest full of means of buying supplies
and paying other expenses, is of minor
importance.
The question of f^od, not only for the

armies, but for the nonflghting popu¬
lation as 'well, we will admit to be of
equal Importance with .that'of men or
ammunition. But it must be borne in
mind that the question of food Is not
a question of living as well in time
of war as In time of pcace. It is rather
a question of finding the basic nc-oe.s-
saries of life. A people who would
profei/ to be whipped rather than under-
go a change of diet or ^iv* up luxuries
will probably get what it prefers, it
is. therefore, important that we study
the available supplies of these basic
necessaries before Jumping to the con¬
clusion that any of tho,warring coun¬
tries can be starved into submission.

Pood Production In War Time.
Can each of tho countries involved

maintain in time of war the normal
ratu of production? There is, at pres¬
ent. no sufficient reason for doubting
it. Much depends, of course, upon
where and how the lighting occurs. If
any of the countries should be over¬
run by invading armies which sweep
across wide areas, destroying crops as
they go, after the. manner of Sherman's
inarch to the sea. it would upset all
calculations. Barring such contingen¬
cies, there is no very good reason for
supposing that any country at war will
permlfc Its supplies of tho necessaries
of life to run short If it is possible to

prevent if. It would be us great a.
blunder t«i allow the food supply a* to
nllow the supply of ammunition to fail.
We can-expect, thereforo .that nothing
short of physical impossibility will
stand in the way of production.
The ordinary campaign, which la not

definitely planned to destroy crops over
with- arcft*. is not to tip conaldcred
as of more than local Importance in
reducing production, it is to lie classed
along with halt, winds m.d floods,
which occur every year over area**
which seem large In themselves, hut
a> . a small fraction of the total pro¬
ducing area. The campaigns thus far
havt- touched only a small fraction of
the total producing area of any crop.
Sugar beets are prohahly hardest hit
because much the fighting has been
in a region of dense production.

Tito expectation that men will not be
available for the planting or harvesting
«>f crops will come true only in the most
extreme cases where a curilry is nmk
ing its last stand in defense of Its nat-
i< mil existence. If each country puts her
entire available fighting force In the
In Id, Hlif will still have left bet women
i.mi her old men and boys. Ah a matter
of fact, all reports indicate that there
If a surplus rather than a dearth of
labor. That Is, men are out of employ¬
ment. This would naturally follow
from the closing of factories which are
not producing basic accessaries. The
fact that the peasant women In all
continental countries are accustomed to
working in tho fields Is of genuine im¬
portance hero. It will Involve no change
ol custom and no shock to their sense
of propriety If increasing numbers of
women should help wilh farm work.
.Mr. N. C. Murray, of the United States
Department ot Agriculture, is? authority
for tlie statement that agricultural pro
duvtlon In the Haitian states was not
much affected during their war.
As to the old men and boys, we may

¦ very sure that if they have to be
withdrawn jTrom' any Industries It will
be from those which are not necessary
to national existence. That i*. they
will bo withdrawn from those which
( i orluce luxuries rather than necessa-
i tcs. in other words, the consumers
will give up luxuries. The people who
am unwilling to do this will probably
be the first to sue for peace. That this
abandonment of luxuries is already
taking place is evidenced by the fact
that many lutjjtnr industries are shut
down, creating, a surplus of laborers
available for the outdoor Industries.
Another factor to be. considered is

that GeTmany, Austria and Kus.sia pro¬
duce more titan two-thirds of tho beet
sugar .anil almost one-third of all the
sugar, both cane and beet, of tho world.
Moth Germany and Austria are heavy
exporters of sugar. In onse their uX-
ports arc cut otY, and their imports of
oilier foodstuffs as will tlicy will un¬
doubtedly devote a part of this land,
and it Is the most fertile land in each
Empire, to growing crops for home con-
cio,1 uiiipt ion.

I"iirrn Uncliiiiery in Wnr 'i'imr.
Kami machinery In a means of saving

labor. That is, it take* less labor to
make a machine and then use It than If
does to giow crops without it. None
nf these Kurnpean countries has ever
.shown any lack of ingenuity in the de¬
signing or making of machinery, where
it was economical to use it. and yet
they »io not u»e much farm machinery.
Where labor Is abuudunt and cheap,
there is no strong reason for economis¬
ing it. When it becomes scarce and
dear, there is a strong reason. If the
war makes farm labor scarce, there is
no reason for fearing that the inventors
i on Id not it ml ways of economizing it
through superior tools and machinery.
Hut here, tin- liorso Question arises
ajiain." Kxcept on a few large farms,
no other source of power for field work
has been found except, vf course, oxen,
whicl arc not very eflielent in drawing
machines. If the army absorbs a large
share of the horses, the scarcity of
power will prevent the large use of
machines.
How many of us realize bow rapidly

I .1111 machinery spread throughout the
North during our Civil War? The
reaper, mower, thresher, corn planter
ami cultivator were all in use before
Im'iO, inn they multiplied more during
the next five yearn than during the
whole preceding period. One result was
that agricultural production "In the
North Increased every year of that war.
In the State of Indiana, to take a single
example, the wheat crop increased from
15,000.000 bushels in 1S59 to 20.000.00o
bushels ill Is OS, in spite of tho fact
that, during tho latter year, one in
every ten of her male population was in
the army. Hut the North had an abun¬
dant supply of horses and they were
relatively cheap. It was merely a mat-
tet of finding ways of substituting
horse power, which was abundant, for
man power, which was scarce. If horse
power becomes as scarce In Europe as
man power, it Is difficult to see what
els" can tie substituted.

<;crninny's Meat Supply.
Germany has no less tlinn 20,000,000

beeves, .'..OOOvOOO sheep, 3.000,000 goats
and 20,000,000 hogs. Hoof takes about'
three years to ripen, while hogs arc
ready within the year in which they
ore born. This means that Germany is
able to produce every year about 8,000,-
COO beef animals, f.,000,000 sheep and
goats, and 20,000,000 hogs, and with the
peasants and laborers the pork Is pre¬ferred on account of Us-choupness and
nutritious quality;- Therefor®, pro¬vided wo cati. feed the animals, there
will always bo enough meat'.and T do
think we car. manago It.-


